
Uterus becomes retroverted. He rarely used ether in
his eases. In two cases he failed to raise tho uterus
without ether, but the uterus in both cases returned
later of itself to the normal position. He also found
that putting in a ring pessary with the uterus still
retroverted gradually brings the uterus into place.
He has been generally disappointed with the knee-
chest position and prefers to correct the displaced
uterus with the patient standing erect. This causes
the uterus to descend and a little pressure will make
the uterus fall forward. If the uterus stays iu place
after reposition he feels Bure it is pregnaucy, if not it
might be pregnaucy or might be fibroid.

Dr. Edward Reynolds said he had used ether in
four cases mainly if uot wholly for diagnosis ; but with
ether reposition is easy, while without it it is often
difficult. The papers to-night certainly showed the
importance of examining a pregnant woman as soon
as she complained of pelvic paius.

Dr. A. D. Sinclair confirmed Dr. Chadwick's ob-
servation that it was often easy to replace the uterus
in the erect position.

Dr. W. L. Burrage reported orally
A CASE OF FIBROID OF THE UTERUS,

aud showed the specimen. The patient was thirty-
nine years old, single. The tumor was growing very
rapidly. He performed laparotomy and found that
the tumor came up under the peritoneum from the re-

gion of the internal os pushing the uterus into the
right iliac fossa. The tumor when removed weighed
ten and one-quarter pounds. The patient made a good
recovery.

Dr. A. D. Sinclair spoke of a case he had followed
for ten years. In the last six months it had grown
very rapidly and was removed by operation.

Dr. A. Worcester reported
A CASE OF RUPTURE OF THE MEMBRANES IN THE

SIXTH MONTH.

The patient, a multípara, was put to bed, and for
eight weeks the liquor flowed away, delivery not tak-
ing place till the end of this time, which was within
three weeks of full term. The liquor was caught on

pads and weighed, fifteen pounds being collected iu
this manner. The infant weighed six pounds, was ap-
parently well, but died suddenly on the second day.

Dr. C. W. Townsend spoke of a case he had at-
tended two years ago where the membranes ruptured
four weeks before the birth of the child which occurred
about one week ahead of time. Six or eight napkins
were soaked daily with liquor. The child lived.

RecentLiterature

A Manual of Hygiene. By Mary Taylor Bissell,
M.D. New York: The Baker & Taylor Co. 1894.
This manual was, as tho author Btutes, primarily

written for medical Btudents, as a text-book of hy-
gieue adapted to American conditions, for use iu the
claBs-room.

The different topics embraced under the head of
public and individual hygiene, are treated in twenty
chapters, with marked clearness, and with sufficient
fulness of detail for the purposes of the general
student, either in the professional schools or iu the
higher grades of schools aud colleges.
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ON HEREDITARY CEREBELLAR ATAXIA.

Under the name of " Hereditary Cerebellar Ataxy "

{Hérédo-Ataxie Cérébelleuse) Dr. Pierre Marie has
recently called attention to a morbid syndrome resemb-
ling Friedreich's disease, and which seems to claim a

place apart in nosology.1 Marie's description is based
on sixteen cases, two of which are furnished by Fraser,'
three by Nonne,8 eight by Sauger Brown, aud three
by Klippel and Durante.4

Since the publication of Marie's paper, Dr. Paul
Londe, editor of the Annales de Médecine, has reported
three carefully observed cases (in collaboration with
Drs. Brissand and Robin) ; has also collected a series of
cases published prior to Marie's researches, apparently
belonging to the same group, and has embodied the
results iu an excellent monograph just issued by
Battaile et Cie., Paris.6 From a study of these pub-
lications, we draw a brief résumé of the principal
characteristics of the disease iu question.

By its symptomatology, cerebellar heredo-ataxy re-
sembles Friedreich's disease. There is the same stag
gering gait, the same paius and numbnesB in the lower
limbs. The kuee-jerk, howevor, is not lost; it is, ou

the contrary, exaggerated. At a later date, the arms

become affected with incoordination ; arms and head
tremble ; vertigo is a frequent, uot constant, symptom ;

Rotnberg's sign is always absent; the patieut has uo

difficulty in walking with the eyes shut.
On observing the gait of a person afflicted with

cerebellar heredo ataxy, oue cannot but notice the two

principal symptoms — the disorder of equilibrium,
especially manifest in the staggering and in the diffi-
culty which the patieut experiences in standing; and
tlie incoordination of movements of the. lower limbs.
The titubatiou disappears when the patient lies down,

' Semaine Medícale, 1893, p. 414.
3 Fraser: Defect of tho Cerebellum occurring lu a llrother and

Sister, Glasgow Medical Journal, i860, p. 50.
' ' Noimo: Arch. f. Psychiatrie, 1871, p. 283.
' Klippel and Durante: Contribution to the Study of Famllv and

Hereditary Norvous Affections, Revue do MiSd., October, 1S!I2, p. 745
and Semaine Medícalo, 18ÍI2, p. 4(17.

r' Paul Londe: Herodo-Ataxle Ceniholleuse, p. 248, Paris, 1895.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on July 5, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


